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E D I T O R I A L

A 
VERY warm welcome to the latest 
edition of Coastline Magazine – 
the official digital publication of 
the Coastguard Association. 

It’s hard to believe this is 
Issue 5 and it has been over a 

year since I had a virtual meeting with Stuart, 
the Chairman, and Chaplain Tom Ebbens to 
discuss turning this idea into a reality.

I want to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone for their continued support, 
contributions and feedback. Coastline is 
written by Coastguards, for Coastguards so 
please keep all your news and stories coming. 

It’s an exciting year for HM Coastguard 
on all fronts. Throughout the year we are 
celebrating 200 years of saving lives around 
the coast and beyond, we are saying farewell to 
the familiar blue CG19 log book as the agency 
transitions to the new fully online digital CG19 
record management system, the new CRS 
website is rolling out and expanding and there’s 
continuous improvements in equipment and 
training to the Coastguard Rescue Teams at the 
tip of the spear. 

And let’s not forget celebrating Her Majesty’s 
Platinum Jubilee.

It’s not uncommon for people to be 
somewhat apprehensive when change is 
coming - it’s natural and understandable. 

I have been extremely fortunate to be 
involved in several working groups in relation 
to both the new Digital CG19 and the new CRS 
website. They have both been designed with 
Coastguard Rescue Officers involved at every 
stage and providing regular feedback to ensure 

the final products make things quicker, easier 
and more efficient for everyone. 

But let’s not lose sight of what’s really 
important. Technology has a part to play but 
it ultimately comes down to the selflessness of 
every Coastguard Rescue Officer around the 
country, with the support of their families, 
friends and employers to have that life 
changing impact on someone who’s in dire 
straits or need of assistance.

And not forgetting about the life saving work 
going on behind the scenes in the Maritime 
Rescue Coordination Centres (MRCCs), by 
our helicopter crews, through education and 
engagement with the public and by our search 
and rescue partners. 

It’s a privilege being part of HM Coastguard 
and being in a position to help someone in 
their time of need. 

So as the better weather starts to arrive 
and the lighter nights get longer, be sure to 
make sure you look after yourself and always 
remember the hierarchy of rescue. And if you 
need some help yourself, don’t be afraid to 
reach out. 

Kevin Paterson
Editor 

I’D like to start by wishing all 
our members and readers a 
Happy New Year. I know it’s a 
little late, but the sentiment is 
no less sincere.

As we move into spring 
and the Covid restrictions 
we’ve been subject to over 
the last two years have been 
lifted, we can look forward to 
getting back to normal. 

Its been a difficult and 
somewhat surreal time in 
our lives, yet despite this the 
CGA goes from strength to 
strength, and we send our 
sincere thanks to everyone 
who has made donations and 
The Fundraiser, of Peterlee 
that continues to work on 
our behalf with their clothing 
collections.

Our first face-to-face AGM 
since the outbreak of the 

pandemic will take place on 
Saturday 19th March 2022, 
at the Masonic Centre, Holly 
Road, Skegness PE25 3TE at 
1000hours.

We’ve opted to hold the 
meeting in the bracing resort 
of Skegness as it’s the home 
town of our Treasurer, Alan 
Fisher. Sadly, Alan will be 
retiring from his post at the 
AGM, having served for 14 
unstinting years in this role. 
His unwavering dedication to 
the CGA, is to be commended 

and his support to me 
personally and the Committee 
as a whole, has been a huge 
factor in bringing our charity 
to the strong and stable 
position we are in today. 

We all owe him a huge debt 
of gratitude, the magnitude of 
which cannot be expressed 
in mere words. We’ll miss 
you Alan. Thank you for your 
friendship, help, advice and 
never failing support. To 
say that you’re going to be a 
very hard act to follow, is an 
understatement.

We very much hope that 
as many of our members 
as possible will be able to 
join us and I look forward to 
welcoming you on the day.

Stuart Arundel
Chairman
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H
ELLO again everyone! 

It never ceases to amaze me 
that we have so many people 
doing so much incredible 
and vital life-saving service 
around the coast. 

You only need to read through this 
magazine to see that – from the Isles of Scilly 
off Cornwall to Lerwick in the Shetland Islands 
and all ports in between, coastguards continue 
to do their bit to keep people safe at the coast 
and at sea. 

As we approach the lighter, longer days 
of Spring and Summer the demand on our 
service will increase. 

As always we will rise to the challenge and 
I know many of you will be out all hours of 
the day and night in response to the call from 
those in distress. I know that your resolve will 
not waiver. I know that you give more than 100 
per cent during every incident. 

This edition reflects all that commitment 
and so much more. The coastguard retiring 
after more than 50 years in service, the chaplain 
looking to provide care and welfare to the 
whole of the UK service and the team formed 
in the middle of the Covid-19 pandemic.  

Our history and heritage is also reflected 
in this edition. In our 200th anniversary year, 
it matters that we reflect on where we began 

“We might have 
hi-tech rescue 
equipment and 
helicopters but 
our role is the 
same as it was in 
1822...”

and just how far we’ve come. I love the fact 
that what connects us with our coastguard 
ancestors is the same commitment to saving 
lives, the response to those in need that we see 
today. 

We might have hi-tech rescue equipment 
and helicopters but our role is the same as it 
was in 1822. 

I wish we could count up all the lives that 
we have saved, the families restored during 
that time but I think we all know in our hearts 
that what matters is not how many we saved 
but that we were there when someone needed 
us the most. 

It’s also appropriate that there’s a section of 
the magazine reflecting that most important of 
all our support network – our families. They’re 
the people who are left behind while we carry 
out our service and we couldn’t do it without 
them. 

I particularly enjoyed reading about young 
‘recruit’ Ellie, daughter of one of our station 
officers and the picture of one of our HM 
Coastguard helicopters created by the nine-
year-old son of another coastguard rescue 
officer. 

It reminds me once again about how our 
community spreads beyond our operations 
centres and station buildings. And just how 
much it matters to be a part of it. 

Pete Mizen
HM Coastguard

F O R E W O R D

national 
committee
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NEWHAVEN Coastguard 
Rescue Team was called out 
on Wednesday 19th January to 
reports of a dog over the cliff at 
Seaford Head. 

Birling Gap and Eastbourne 
Coastguard Rescue Teams and 
Newhaven RNLI Lifeboat were 
also tasked to the incident. 

Arriving on scene and after 
setting up a safe working system 
to allow a view from the top of 
cliff, the dog was located at the 
bottom of the cliff and appeared 
to uninjured. With Newhaven 
RNLI lifeboat standing off, the 
team requested the lifeboat 

launch their small inshore 
boat who were guided into the 
shoreline and able to rescue the 
dog. 

Despite having fallen 
approximately 80ft, the small 
dog appeared uninjured and 
unphased by the drama and 
was thereafter reunited with its 
owners. 

Speaking on their Facebook 
page, Newhaven Coastguard 
Rescue Team, said: “Please when 
walking dogs on coastal paths 
ensure they are kept on a lead. 
Never attempt self-rescue, call 
999 and ask for the Coastguard.” 

W
HEN HM Coastguard’s 
longest serving volunteer 
signed up in 1965, 
humans had yet to visit 
the moon.

Television was still 
in black and white. There was no speed limit 
on motorways, of which there were very few 
anyway. There was no internet. No personal 
computers. No mobile phones.

It was a very different world.
But it was the world in which Keith Dare-

Williams first donned his HM Coastguard 
blue overalls and took up his post overlooking 
Plymouth Sound.

He has remained in that role for 56 years, as 
time and tide moved around him. The 72-year-
old Coastguard Rescue Officer (CRO) was 
awarded an MBE in 1996 for Services to Safety 
at Sea as he surpassed the 30-year service mark 
and has gone on to offer 26 more years. Keith 
estimates he and the Plymouth team have 
rescued hundreds of people in his time.

He spent 37 years as Station Officer before 
making the tough decision to step down, to 
allow some of the younger volunteers the 
opportunity to take on the responsibility of the 
top voluntary role among the team.

The volunteer has been protecting 
Plymouth’s shores since March 1965 — having 
been called in to action at just 15 years old.

The tale goes that he was trudging up the 
steep hill on his way home from a morning 
of pot fishing in Plymouth Harbour, when he 
came upon the coastguard team going in the 
other direction — and with one member too 
few.

The young lad from the village of Hooe, the 
base of the Plymouth Station, was told to ‘jump 
in’ to the cart, pulled by a horse.

“It was one of those things that was meant 
to be,” Keith recalls.

“They were a man down and needed the 
extra hand as they were getting ready to use 
the Breeches Buoy, so they told me to get in 
and go with them.

“They knew who I was as I’m from the same 
village, it’s a very small place, so they knew 
I wasn’t old enough, but they took me along 
anyway.”

He said that when the team returned to the 
station and decided Keith had passed his ‘trial’, 
they made it official, despite being three years 
too young to join the service.

He said: “The commander asked what my 
date of birth was and one of the older guys 
stepped forward and spoke for me, ‘he’s 18’ he 
said. No one questioned it. Well, my parents 
did a little.

“When I got home and said I had just joined 
the coastguard, my dad just said, ‘but you can’t’ 
and I said, ‘but I have’ and that was that.”

A Breeches Buoy, he explained, for more 

than a century was one of the few tools 
available to reach stricken ships battered on 
the rocks by monstrous seas. Essentially a 
zip wire, the Breeches Buoy was deployed by 
means of a rocket or mortar. The art was to 
aim it so as not to hit the crew members you 
were trying to save.

“Everything was different then though,” 
Keith added. “They might seem bad now but, 
at the time, it was a very efficient method of 
getting people off boats. And it worked.

“They were fun too. We got up to a lot of 
mischief that health and safety would (rightly) 
baulk at these days.

“But one thing that has remained the same 
throughout my time with the coastguard is the 
commitment to saving lives. When it mattered, 
everyone is and always has been professional 
and committed.

“I think, when I joined initially, I had no idea 
of how rewarding it would be and the pride I 
would feel. It built up over the years, but I do 
feel a tremendous sense of achievement.”

Despite the pride, Keith said that the 
incidents that really ‘stick’ in the memory are 
the ones without a successful outcome.

“It is the sad outcomes that really stick 
with you,” he said. “But I do remember good 
outcomes as well. For example, there was a 
young child in the 1970s that went missing and 
we found him lost in the bracken. He was a 
lovely lad, and it was special to be the ones to 
find him.

“I have been lucky by the teams around me 
as well over the years. As a young upstart, there 
were times I did feel a little out of it, they were 
big, much older guys. But I slowly became one 
of them and we were very close.

“All the teams across the years have been 
close, it’s important, as we talk and we debrief 
when we’ve dealt with a particularly difficult 
incident.

“Yes, it does have a massive impact on your 
life, but it’s been my life since I was 15. I can’t 
imagine life without it. As long as I remain fit, 
I hope to remain a coastguard rescue officer.”

56 YEARS OF SERVICE AND 
KEITH IS STILL COUNTING

Rope team deployed in multi-agency rescue 

Dog rescued after cliff fall

THE Ardrossan Coastguard Rescue Team was 
called out shortly after 4pm on Friday 4th 
February as part of a multi-agency response to 
an incident in Largs in North Ayrshire. 

The team was requested to assist partner 
agencies following reports of a woman who had 
fallen over 30ft down an embankment near to 
Kelburn Castle Estate and suffered a leg injury. 

Largs Coastguard Rescue Team, two Senior 
Coastal Operations Officers and Coastguard 
Rescue Helicopter 199 from Prestwick Airport 
were also tasked to the incident. 

The team utilised their technical rope rescue 
capabilities working alongside Police Scotland, 

Scottish Fire & Rescue Service and the Scottish 
Ambulance Service in an extremely difficult 
and technically challenging environment to 
bring the incident to a safe conclusion. 

The casualty was successfully recovered and 
handed into the care of the Scottish Ambulance 
Service for onward transportation to hospital. 

This was an extremely difficult and technical 
rescue which was made possible through 
exceptional partnership working. Senior 
Coastal Operations Officer, Steve Muldoon, 
said: “Well done to every single one of our 
personnel who were at tonight’s job. This was 
easily one of the most technically challenging 

jobs I’ve been to in nine years.”
Peter Stewart, Senior Coastal Operations 

Officer who also attended this incident, added: 
“A fantastic job by all involved. Total team work 
at the highest level. BZ.” 

Station Officer of the Ardrossan Coastguard 
Rescue Team, Kevin Paterson, said: “I’m 
immensely proud of what the team achieved 
working alongside partners from the Scottish 
and Fire Rescue Service, Police Scotland and 
the Scottish Ambulance Service. This shows 
the results of regular training and building 
strong links and relationships with partner 
agencies.” 

THE Coastguard Association has joined 
forces with Frontline Coffee with our very 
own ‘Always On Call’ coffee about to be 
released. 

Founded in 2018, Frontline Coffee 
is a coffee company roasting speciality 
coffee supporting frontline charities and 
have raised over £20,000 for charities that 
support the emergency services.

In the very near future, you’ll be able 
to enjoy premium speciality coffee in the 
knowledge your caffeine boost is also 
supporting The Coastguard Association to 
provide support to coastguard personnel in 
their time of hardship. 

Stay tuned coffee lovers! 

FUNDRAISING GETS 
A CAFFEINE BOOST

THE 45th Coastguard Association Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) will take place on 
Saturday 19th March 2022. 

The meeting will take place at the 
Skegness Masonic Hall; Holly Road; 
Skegness; PE25 3TE starting at 10am.  

The committee is acutely aware of 
the ongoing challenges and uncertainty 
surrounding COVID but assure that all 
safety measures will be in place for the 
face-to-face meeting. 

History was made last year with the 
CGA’s first ever virtual AGM and plans 
are already in motion to provide virtual 
accessibility to the meeting as well for 
those who are unable to travel to Skegness. 

Further details and updates about the 
AGM will be posted on The Coastguard 
Association Social Media feeds. 
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FOR three days in February, Howick Coastguard 
Rescue Team undertook the new Coastguard 
Emergency Responder Casualty Care (CERCC) 
course.

The course covered a wide variety of 
topics including trauma and medical care and 
introduced the new casualty care cards. The 
theory was accompanied with several practical 
sessions which culminated in a written exam 
and a practical assessment which tested the 

Howick team members in a number of medical-
related operational scenarios. 

Posting on their Facebook page, Howick 
Coastguard Rescue Team shared, “We are 
pleased to announce that all team members 
have passed the course and are qualified to 
continue to provide first-class casualty care, 
treatment and evacuation along our fabulous 
coastline.”

Pictures: Howick Coastguard Rescue Team.

STAITHES Coastguard Rescue Team was called 
out on Sunday 16th January 2022 to reports of 
two people stuck on the cliffs at Kettleness. 

The team responded immediately with 
Runswick Bay Rescue Boat also being 
requested to assist in searching for the 
casualties. 

Shortly after arriving on scene, Runswick 
Bay Rescue Boat located the casualties on the 
cliff side, with Staithes Coastguard Rescue 
Team setting up a full technical rope rescue 
system with Whitby Coastguard Rescue Team 
also being tasked to assist.

Rope rescue technicians were lowered 
with the two casualties found clinging onto a 
near vertical section of cliff, having climbed 
up from the beach after being cut off by the 
rising tide. Both casualties were successfully 

recovered to the top of the cliff with Runswick 
Bay Rescue Boat remaining on scene and 
providing additional safety cover in a heavy 
swell. 

The casualties were uninjured and did not 
require any medical attention. 

A spokesperson for Staithes Coastguard 
Rescue Team said: “If you are visiting the 
coast, be sure to check the tides and allow 
yourself plenty of time to get off the beach and 
to safety before you risk being cut off. For all 
emergencies on the coast dial 999 and ask for 
the Coastguard.”

Earlier in the day, Staithes Coastguard 
Rescue Team had spent several hours on a 
rope rescue training session. 

Pictures from training session: Staithes 
Coastguard Rescue Team.

Dramatic cliff rescue 
after training session

Coastguard respond to kite surfer in difficulty

Casualty care course passed

SOUTHBOURNE Coastguard Rescue Team 
was tasked by the Joint Rescue Coordination 
Centre (JRCC) on Sunday 20th February 2022 
to reports of a kite surfer in difficulties near 
to Manor Steps. 

While en route to the scene we stopped 
above Manor Steps zig zag to get eyes on any 
potential casualty.  With no one spotted in 
any obvious distress, the team proceeded 
onto the promenade and located a group of 

kite surfers at Portman Ravine zig zag. On 
further investigation the team was advised 
the casualty had made it ashore with the 
assistance of another kite surfer and was 
now heading home safe and well. 

With the casualty safe and no other 
assistance required the team has thereafter 
stood down and returned to station before 
heading home ready to respond to the next 
callout.

ON Monday 13th December 2021 whilst 
concluding another tasking, Whitehaven 
Coastguard Rescue Team was tasked by 
Belfast Maritime Rescue Coordination 
Centre (MRCC) to a 37ft yacht off Seascale 
which had lost power. 

Due to the weather conditions the crew 
were unable to continue under sail and so 
required assistance. With officers soon on 
scene, the yacht was requested to deploy a 
red distress flare to allow for identification. 

A bearing and approximate distance 
from our location was relayed to Belfast 
MRCC to assist in tracking the yacht drifting 
northerly in the strong south-westerly 
wind.

St Bees RNLI were requested to launch 
their inshore lifeboat, but were unable 
to launch due to the adverse weather. 
The crew stood by at their station to offer 
assistance should the weather change. 
Workington Lifeboat were also requested to 
launch but experienced a fault and weren’t 
able to make it to the scene.

There was a concern at this point due to 
the strong winds and direction the stricken 
vessel was drifting it may end up running 
aground on the rocks of St Bees South Head. 

Whitehaven Coastguard Rescue Team, 
accompanied by Maryport Coastguard 
Rescue Team & Millom Coastguard Rescue 
Team readied their rope rescue and 
water rescue equipment, while a request 
was made for both Barrow Lifeboat and 
Coastguard Rescue Helicopter 936 from 
Caernarfon to proceed to the scene to look 
at extracting the two persons from aboard.

Coastguard teams established a safe 
Helicopter Landing Site at St Bees for 
Coastguard Rescue Helicopter 936 to land 
the crew of the yacht should it be required. 

As the helicopter arrived and assessed 
the situation, the Barrow Lifeboat was 
close to scene and it was decided the safest 
option was to leave the crew aboard and for 
the lifeboat to establish a tow. 

Thankfully they were able to do just 
that and bring the yacht to the safety of 
Whitehaven Marina, with over watch 
provided by both R936 and the Coastguard 
Rescue Teams on scene.

A very successful and safe conclusion.

Yacht in distressSELSEY Coastguard Rescue Team was called 
out on Saturday 26th February to reports of 
a person in the water at Chichester Marina. 

As the team arrived on scene, the 
72-year-old casualty had been pulled from 
the water after losing their footing trying 
to step off their yacht and falling into the 
water between the yacht and the pontoon. 

Fortunately the casualty was uninjured 
albeit cold with casualty care provided 
Selsey Coastguard Rescue Team and 
attending paramedics. 

COASTGUARD staff and volunteers past 
and present have joined together to mark 
two hundred years of keeping people safe 
at the coast. 

It’s all part of the bi-centenary 
celebrations for Her Majesty’s Coastguard, 
recognising the unique contribution that 
each area of the UK has made to the service. 

Devon and Cornwall attract large 
numbers of visitors to their picturesque 
coastlines and HM Coastguard serves 
tirelessly to keep everyone safe, regardless 
of their reason to visit. It has done so since 
1822. 

On 15 February, a celebration was held 
at Falmouth Rugby Club for all those who 
have worked and volunteered for HM 
Coastguard during that 200 year history.  

Volunteers from 36 Coastguard Rescue 
Teams in Devon and Cornwall were invited 
to enjoy a traditional Cornish Cream tea 
alongside colleagues based at the MRCC, 
personnel who have retired from the 
service and representatives from the RNLI, 
Devon and Cornwall Police and Cornwall 
Fire and Rescue Service.  

HM Coastguard controller at Falmouth 
MRCC James Instance said: “The people 
who work and volunteer for HM Coastguard 
make it what it is and by hosting these local 
celebrations around the UK we have an 
opportunity to thank them for their hard 
work and commitment to preventing the 
loss of lives around our coasts. 

“There is only one way to celebrate our 
200th year in Falmouth and that’s with 
fresh scones, jam and clotted cream for all.” 

Falmouth celebrations

IN February, Wirral Coastguard 
Rescue Team joined their 
Senior Coastal Operations 
Officer at West Kirby Marine 
Lake for a water safety and 
rescue revalidation. 

Coastguard Rescue 
Teams are on call 24-hours-
a-day and routine training 
and assessment ensures 
key operational skills are 
maintained. 

All seven team members 
were put through their paces 
in a range of water rescue 
techniques and all successfully 
passed their assessments. 

Well done!
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THIS year, we’re proud to celebrate the 200th 
anniversary of HM Coastguard, the nation’s 
emergency service that’s dedicated to saving 
lives around our coasts.

As part of that, a special souvenir magazine 
is now available that celebrates 200 years 
of saving lives. It delves into the archives of 
the past, examines the present and previews 
what’s coming in the future. It’s packed with 
exclusive features and is called quite simply 
HM Coastguard, Saving Lives for 200 Years.

We hope you’ll find it a fascinating read 
and one you’d like to share with your loved 
ones, with features including:

·       An island nation. From protection against 
smugglers to rescues.
·       History timeline. Track our progress over 
200 years.
·       Equipped to rescue. Lifesaving through 
the ages.
·       Training is gaining. A look at specialist 
training.
·       Let’s talk tech. What really happens if you 
call 999 for help?
·       Life as a Coastguard. What does it mean?
·       Protecting our coasts. Learning lessons 
from maritime disasters.
·       Fit for the future. Innovations for saving 
lives.

You can read this special souvenir 
magazine now at: Saving Lives for 200 Years 
- click here.

200th Anniversay Souvenir Magazine

CLEETHORPES Coastguard Rescue Team 
were called out for the first time of the year 
on Wednesday 5th January 2022 shortly 
after 11pm following reports of someone 
calling for help. 

With the incident being coordinated by 
Humber Maritime Rescue Coordination 
Centre, Cleethorpes Coastguard Rescue 
Team were tasked to carry out a search 
of the marshlands near to the local 
Leisure Centre. This area is particularly 
challenging to search in day light, with the 
darkness providing additional dangers and 
challenges. 

Approximately one hour into the search, 
a team member heard someone shouting 
nearby with the casualty quickly spotted 
in the darkness about 300 metres from the 
shore in the middle of the marsh. 

The team deployed a two-person 
immediate rescue who were quickly able to 
reach the casualty, and with the assistance 
of the rest of the team, bring them back to 
the safety of solid ground. 

The casualty had become disorientated 
and due to the weather conditions, quickly 
began to suffer from the effects of the cold 
with hypothermia taking hold. 

Posting on their Facebook page, the team 
said: “This incident has been recorded as a 
life saved. If you do go out onto the beach, 
please ensure you know what the tide times 
are and come off the beach in plenty of 
time before you lose the daylight. 

“We wish the casualty a speedy recovery 
and would like to thank the first informant 
for making the call. You saved a life last 
night.” 

NEWCASTLE Coastguard Rescue Team 
were called out on Monday 3rd January 
2022 to set up a helicopter landing site 
(HLS) at Donard Park.

Prestwick-based Rescue 199 had been 
tasked to the Mourne Mountains to evacuate 
a female walker who had sustained a lower 
leg injury. 

The casualty dropped off at the landing 
site, assisted by Newcastle CRT and 
thereafter transported to hospital. 

A KAYAKER’S mayday call off the coast of 
Cornwall was answered by an unexpected team 
today (Monday 24), as a Royal Navy helicopter 
crew on a training exercise responded.

Matt Rogers, team leader for HM 
Coastguard, was overseeing the search and 
rescue response. He said the Navy crew’s 
‘quick actions meant they located the casualty 
within minutes of arriving’ before winching 
him to safety.

The man - who was perfectly prepared with 
a Personal Flotation Device (lifejacket) and 
Personal Locator Beacon - had capsized while 
paddling off the Lizard Peninsula and made an 
urgent mayday call on his radio.

The message was picked up by the Merlin 
Mk2 helicopter crew in Falmouth Bay, who 
happened to be practising search and rescue 
winching with trainee aircrew. 

They immediately flew towards the search 
area about one mile south of Coverack. 
Falmouth Coastguard was already coordinating 
the rescue and the Lizard RNLI Lifeboat was 
also launched as the drama unfolded at around 
12.45pm. 

Matt added: “The Royal Navy Helicopter 
was training nearby in Falmouth Bay, they 
heard the distress call and made immediate 
contact to respond. Their quick actions meant 
they located the casualty within minutes of 
arriving on scene.

“The helicopter transported the casualty 
to RNAS Culdrose, where Naval medics and 
Coastguard Rescue Teams attended to him.

“It is a great example of how we operate 
as one big team when it comes to search and 
rescue - the Navy crew were happy to lend 
their services, and we were happy to receive 
them.”

In charge of the navy helicopter, from 
824 Naval Air Squadron at RNAS Culdrose at 
Helston, was pilot Lieutenant Commander 
Olly Hill. He said: “We were literally just about 
to start the training when we picked up a 
garbled mayday message. 

“We all paused and just listened, and 
we heard the message again. It was hard 
to understand but we heard the man say 
Coverack - we were only five minutes away.”

In the rear of the aircraft was trainee 
observer Lieutenant Robert Templeton, who 
was already prepared to go down the winch 
line for his training exercise. 

He was the first to spot the kayaker clinging 
to the side of his upturned craft and was 
quickly lowered on a line by the instructor, 
before winching the casualty to safety.

“This was actually the first time I’ve ever 
done this,” said Lt Templeton. “We didn’t really 
adapt anything, and we carried on just as 
though it were a training exercise rather than 
real-life. It was a team effort and we all worked 
together to make sure it had a successful 
outcome.”

The casualty was flown to RNAS Culdrose 
where he was met by coastguard rescue teams 
and military medical staff.

Picture: Royal Navy

ROYAL NAVY MERLIN ASSISTS 
IN KAYAKER RESCUE DRAMA

Late night rescue 
from marshlands

All eyes were on the skies around Shetland 
on Christmas Eve 2021 as Rescue 900 
launched on a special festive mission.

In their annual tradition, the crews took 
to the air with Santa himself to get an early 
overhead look of the island and provide 
some festive cheer. 

Social media was awash with photos 
and updates with Santa’s special helicopter 
flight being spotted in the skies above South 
Mainland and Lerwick.

Unfortunately Santa’s flight was cut 
short due to an emergency callout which 
also impacted on the planned afternoon 
sortie.

Coastguard Helicopters are ready 
24-hours-a-day to respond to emergencies 
and we are sure Santa was very 
understanding. 

Pictures: Richard Ashbee.

Air support for 
Shetland Santa

https://issuu.com/maritime-and-coastguard-agency/docs/hm-coastguard-saving-lives-for-200-years-souvenir-?fr=sZDVhNTQ2NTA4OTQ
https://issuu.com/maritime-and-coastguard-agency/docs/hm-coastguard-saving-lives-for-200-years-souvenir-?fr=sZDVhNTQ2NTA4OTQ


N E W S A R O U N D  T H E  C O A S T

FIBRE technology that will give HM 
Coastguard even more options for 
hi-tech lifesaving search and rescue 
telecommunications came into effect in 
December.

Lee-on-the-Solent became one of the 
first of 165 HM Coastguard radio sites to 
switch to a state-of-the-art search and 
rescue radio network.

The new network uses fibre technology 
and will allow HM Coastguard to continue 
to receive distress calls from all maritime 
users and seafarers and co-ordinate rescue 
operations.

Lee-on-the-Solent will be closely 
followed by radio sites in Crystal Palace, 
Humber Bridlington and Brighton Marina 
before all 165 sites are switched to the new 
network over the next two years.

The Maritime Coastguard Agency is 
investing over £175 million in upgrading 
the Coastguard’s national radio network, as 
the legacy copper-based network becomes 
increasingly outdated. 

The replacement technology will bring 
improvements across the radio network 
such as increased security and bandwidth. 
This will allow the Coastguard to invest in 
advanced search and rescue technology 
that requires a digital connection and 
high bandwidth, to enhance life-saving 
operations, where every second is essential. 

Damien Oliver, Commercial and 
Programmes Director for the Maritime 
and Coastguard Agency, said: “This new 
national radio network will be central 
in preventing the loss of life on the coast 
and at sea. The entire network, spanning 
165 radio sties around 11,000 mile of UK 
coastline, will be switched on over the next 
two years, maintaining Coastguards’ ability 
to receive and act upon distress alerts 
from shipping and talk to HM Coastguard’s 
helicopters and planes.

“After one of our busiest summers 
on record, it is evident now more than 
ever, that we provide a state-of-the-art 
radio network system that will allow our 
Coastguards to continue saving lives and 
provide reassurance that we are here to 
respond to any emergency, along the coast 
or at sea.”

The new network is being built and 
maintained by Telent Technology Services 
Ltd.

TWO swimmers who got into difficulty during 
their Christmas Day swim near Bangor, 
Northern Ireland have been praised for 
wearing kit that made it easier to find them.

The two were reported to be having 
problems off Grey Point Fort, Helen’s Bay, by 
a passerby who called 999 just before 11am on 
Christmad Day and asked for the Coastguard.

Bangor and Portaferry coastguard rescue 
teams and Bangor RNLI lifeboat were both 
sent. One of the swimmers made it to shore by 
themselves while the other was rescued from 

the water by Bangor lifeboat.
Both were handed into the care of the 

Northern Ireland Ambulance Service.
Jude McNeice of HM Coastguard said: “The 

fact that both swimmers were wearing tow 
floats made it much easier to locate them. 
Even the most experienced swimmer can be 
caught out by a change in the conditions and 
we’d always urge open water swimmers to 
make sure they have kit like this before taking 
to the water. It could save your life.”

Photo: Bangor Coastguard Rescue Team.

A 
COMMITMENT to caring for 
those on the frontline has led 
to the Maritime and Coastguard 
Agency appointing its first ever 
full-time chaplain. 

Rev Tom Ebbens began 
his career in Her Majesty’s Coastguard as 
a volunteer and has since worked in both 
operations centres handling distress calls and 
latterly on the coast as an officer overseeing 
volunteers. 

He says he sees the role for all faiths and 
none, a companion to those who serve on 
the frontline and who might need some extra 
support from time to time. 

Tom has now been given the full-time role 
of chaplain after a pilot project which allowed 
him to fulfil a multi-faith chaplaincy role while 
still in his full-time coastal role. As well as the 
full-time chaplain, he is also a self-supporting 
curate with the Church of England in Cornwall. 

It is a recognition of the value that 
chaplaincy brings to an organisation which 
includes a frontline emergency service 
organisation and which is committed to the 
welfare and well-being of all those who serve 
and work for it. 

Rev Tom Ebbens said: “I see a major part 
of this job as being a companion on whatever 
road someone is currently on, wherever it 
takes them. People have fears and concerns, 
worries and challenges and sometimes they 
need someone to walk with them in those 
dark moments, to listen, to share the hurt and 
support them through that difficult time.  

“People will often say things to a chaplain 
that they wouldn’t say to anyone else and that 
has got to be held somewhere, respected and 

acknowledged. Chaplaincy is a great thing for 
that to provide that service.” 

Director of HM Coastguard Claire Hughes 
said: “This is a landmark appointment in terms 
of our service. Tom is going to bring another 
level of care alongside the welfare led support 
systems we already have in place such as 
Trauma Risk Management (TRiM). 

“He’s already proved that the care of 
chaplaincy can reach all people across all 
parts of the MCA as well as those serving in 
HM Coastguard. People know they can talk to 
him in confidence about their concerns and 
problems and that he will provide the support 
they need.”

Coastline Editor, Kevin Paterson, added: 
“I am absolutely delighted to see Tom being 
appointed as the first ever full-time chaplain 
for the Maritime & Coastguard Agency. The 
Coastguard Association is hugely grateful to 
Tom for his continued support in all of the 
work of the Coastguard Association, and the 
support he is providing on a daily basis to 
volunteers and full-time Coastguard staff up 
and down the country on a daily basis.

“This is hugely positive step for the agency 
and the wider Coastguard family and we 
can’t wait to see how Tom’s work continues to 
develop and its hugely fitting this appointment 
comes in our 200th year.” 

A COASTGUARD Rescue 
Officer received an MBE in the 
Queen’s New Year Honours 
List.

Daniel has served for 
nearly nine years with Lytham 
St Annes Coastguard Rescue 
Team and also worked in the 
Holyhead Maritime Rescue 
Coordination Centre for three 
years. 

He first joined the 
coastguard rescue service 
because he wanted to put 
something back into the 
community. 

“There is nothing quite like 
the feeling of seeing parents 
after you’ve found their 
missing child,” he said. “We’re 
here to respond and to save 
lives whenever that happens.” 

“Over the Christmas and 
New Year festivities, like all 
my fellow coastguard rescue 

officers, I’ve been ready to 
drop everything, to leave 
family and friends and go out 
to rescue those in distress and 
help those who need it. 

Deputy Chief Coastguard 
Helen McCaffrey said: “Our 
coastguard volunteers give 
and give and give again right 
across the United Kingdom. 
They’ve been on call 24 hours 
a day, 365 days a year. They’ve 
saved lives at the coast, served 
alongside others at G7 and 
COP26 keeping people safe 
and been at the forefront of 
providing support during the 
ongoing pandemic. 

“All this is done with no 
thought of their own gain – 
so it’s always a great moment 
when a coastguard receives 
an honour like this one. 
Congratulations to Daniel on 
receiving this award.”

CHRISTMAS DAY CALLOUT FOR BANGOR CRT

New Year Honour for 
Coastguard volunteer

Radio network 
fibre upgrade

Full-time chaplain appointed by MCA

IT was a bright and chilly day in 
November 2021 in Portishead when BBC 
Song’s of Praise met Coastguard Chaplain 
Tom to find out more about the work of 
the Coastguard. 

Airing on Sunday 16th January 
2022 during the start of the CG200 
celebrations, Chaplain Tom spoke with 
presenter Gemma Hunts about the life 
saving work of Coastguard Rescue Teams 
as well as demonstrating how Coastguard 
Rescue Officers conduct mud rescues. 

Speaking to Gemma on the show, 
Tom said: “There can be some traumatic 
things that our coastguards have to do, 
but it’s the stuff going on at home as well, 
because our volunteers, they’re enabled 
to do what they do by their families and 
by their friends.It can certainly be a big 
commitment.”

SINGING THE PRAISES OF THE COASTGUARD



N E W S A R O U N D  T H E  C O A S T

H
OWICK Coastguard Rescue 
Team, in Northumberland, 
Area 5 are saying a fond farewell 
and happy retirement to their 
longest serving Coastguard 
Rescue Officer, the legend that 

is John “Sammy” Wood in March 2022.
Sammy joined HM Coastguard in March 

1987. A farmer by trade, Sammy was inspired to 
join the Coastguard Rescue Service because of 
his friends and brother-in-law being fishermen 
and he wanted to help people who worked at sea 
and those who enjoyed the coast for leisure, and 
to help his local community. 

Sammy would be the first to admit he is not 
a great fan of getting wet himself but at the time 
he could join the Coastguard and contribute to 
the safety of mariners and help rescue people 
from the shore. Later both Sammy’s sons joined 
HM Coastguard in the same area, continuing his 
legacy of dedicated service.

In 1987, he reported to the local Newton 
Coast Guard station, south of Seahouses 
in Northumberland. Newton’s area of 
responsibility was north to Beadnell Bay and 
south to Dunstanburgh Castle. 

On joining, Sammy was issued the 1987 
version of PPE – oilskins and wellies! Training 

was once a month and there were no pagers, 
phones or iPads. If an incident occurred Sammy 
would receive a verbal message from a landline 
telephone call. He would also make his own 
way to the incident as there was no official 
Coastguard Rescue Vehicle.

Callouts were generally for casualties in 
difficulty on rocks and the shore, grounded 
sailing vessels, and using Newton Remote Radio 
Sites to relay maritime messages and shipping 
forecasts to North Sea marine vessels. There 
was not so much search and rescue or callouts 
inland supporting other emergency services. 

Sammy cannot recall how many incidents 
he has attended but they will be in the 
hundreds. He believes he has attended at least 
25 incidents where someone has tragically lost 
their life, which is the worst part of the job but 
he recollects the most rewarding aspect being 
reuniting lost children with their parents and 
finding and rescuing injured people along the 
coastline. 

Whilst Sammy would never like getting wet 
and was not a great fan of heights he would 
never refuse helping out with training exercises 
alongside the RNLI from Craster and Seahouses 

and the Search and Rescue helicopter from 
nearby RAF Boulmer at the time. He recounts 
one such exercise off Berwick upon Tweed 
when he was to be airlifted off an RNLI lifeboat 
by helicopter, winched up and then returned to 
the boat. Sammy said the swell was up that day 
and being winched back down to the boat was 
nerve-racking, especially when the boat hit the 
trough of a wave when released from the winch! 

Sammy has been a dedicated and loyal 
volunteer to HM Coastguard and over his 35 
years he has served at Newton Coastguard, 
Craster Coastguard and finally at Howick 
Coastguard Rescue Team. 

He has been awarded the Queen’s Golden 
and Diamond Jubilee medals and the HM 
Coastguard Long Service Medal. He has been 
extremely proud to have served his community 
and HM Coastguard and finally after such a 
long, distinguished career he has decided to 
hang up his modern PPE, retire on a high and 
concentrate on spending quality time and 
“granda duties” with his family and three, soon 
to be four, grandchildren. 

Sammy will be sorely missed by all at Howick 
CRT and Area 5 in general. However, Howick SO 
and CROs are confident, and actually expect to 
be updated by Sammy on the state of weather 

from his seaweed forecasts and what maritime 
vessels and aircraft are in the vicinity.

Ian Woods, Station Officer at Howick CRT, 
said: “On behalf of all the team here at Howick 
we would like to wish Sammy a long and happy 
retirement.  

“He is legendary, not only in the team, but 
amongst all the teams in Northumberland. His 
knowledge of our patch will be a huge loss, but 
he has spent many years passing those skills 
onto our current team members, so hopefully 
we can go some way to filling his boots.  

“35 years in HM Coastguard is an unbelievable 
achievement and demonstrates Sammy’s selfless 
commitment and his dedication to helping 
those in difficulty along our coastline. It is an 
achievement he is, very rightly, proud of and the 
team are equally as proud to have him as one of 
their own.  

“He might be hanging up his PPE but I’m 
pretty sure it won’t be the last we see of him. We 
expect to see him for a brew before training (not 
that he will make it!), for a post training pint 
and he’s guaranteed to keep us updated on the 
goings on along our bit of the coast.”

Thank you Sammy for 35 years of dedication 
and service.

Proud to search, to rescue, to save.

HAPPY RETIREMENT TO HOWICK LEGEND
BY FIONA FAWCETT - HOWICK CRT



Editor Kevin Paterson speaks to fellow Station Officer Jonathan Lamberth 
from Newbiggin Coastguard Rescue Team in Northumberland to find out more 
about juggling the competing demands of a busy day job, being in charge of a 
Coastguard Rescue Team and a family man with a wife at home and a daughter on 
the way...

A  D A Y  I N  T H E  L I F E  O F . . .

Jonathan Lamberth - 
Station Officer in charge 

of Newbiggin Coastguard 
Rescue Team - Area 5

“My decision to join the 
Coastguard was also 
influenced heavily by 
my choices at University 
where I completed 
a Degree in Public 
Service Management 
and a Masters Degree in 
Disaster Management...”

IN our latest ‘a day in the life of’ feature, 
Coastline Magazine catches up with Jonathan 
Lamberth, Station Officer of Newbiggin 
Coastguard Rescue Team in Northumberland.

Length of Service  
I joined Newbiggin Coastguard Rescue Team 
in what was the Tyne Sector of HM Coastguard 
in September 2006 back when it was the 
Coastguard Auxiliary Service. I’ve never looked 
back since that day. 

What was one of your first callouts? 
One of my first callouts was to a dog rescue just 
to the south of Newbiggin, this was using the 
old rope rescue equipment. 

At the time we didn’t have any dog rescue 
bags so the local quarry offered a trade dump 
bag and a make shift rescue bag was made and 
the rescue successfully completed. Thankfully 
equipment and standards have moved on. 

Why did you join HM Coastguard
I joined after sailing in Newbiggin Bay and 
watching the club rescue boat being towed in 
by the RNLI. Thankfully I have never needed 
the services of the RNLI/HM Coastguard, I 
would have never heard the end of it if I had. 

My decision to join the Coastguard was also 
influenced heavily by my choices at University, 
where I completed a Degree in Public Service 
Management and a Masters Degree in Disaster 
Management and Sustainable Development. 

I was already a member of the local Air 
Cadets so knew that I wanted to be a part 
of something with a team ethos making a 
difference.  

What do you think has improved most in your 
time with HM Coastguard?
The improvement in technology and support 
on the coast is fantastic. The single best 
improvement is the Alerting and Tasking 
system. 

Its much improved since the days of not 
knowing what the callout was without trying to 
phone the MRCC and then phone around the 
team to co-ordinate who was doing what. 

What do you do for a job?  
I’m currently one of the Lead Rota Co-
Ordinators within the Surgical Information 
Team in the Emergency Surgery and Elective 
Care Business Unit at Northumbria Healthcare 
NHS Foundation Trust.  Two other CROs in 
my team work for the trust as well, and we are 
thankful for the support of the Trust.  

Day to day I look after the urology consultant 
rota and deal with any scheduling queries that 
come up. I’m also part of the consultant job 
planning team so most of my time is spent 
doing preparation for job planning meetings, 
being a member of the team and doing any 
work as result of the job planning meetings. 

This could be anything from a payroll 
change to some complex investigations. I am 

also working on the surgery team to implement 
a new rota system across the Trust.  

I enjoy this part of the job as I get to go 
around our different hospital sites and deliver 
training to consultants and junior doctors. I 
also represent the business unit at the Junior 
Doctors Working Group which was set up to 
improve the rotation process and training 
experience for junior doctors who are training 
to become consultants or General Practioners. 

As someone who has Autism, I also sit on the 
Autism Staff Network group. This enables us to 
share our experiences and drive change within 
the organisation to the benefit of everyone. 

The Trust values are: respect, everyone’s 
contribution counts, responsibility and 
accountability, patients first and lastly safe and 
high quality care. These are quite similar to the 
MCA values of safety, professionalism, trust 
and respect. 

What is one of your most memorable 
moments within the Coastguard Rescue 
Service? 
I was on a long search and it came to a time to 
stop for a break, the team were quite surprised 
when I pulled out a stove and made a cup of tea 
and a few other things. 

Now with an area support vehicle arriving 
with our flanking team I can ditch the stove! 
Joking aside it’s important to take five every so 
often to refresh.  

How does Autism affect you? 
HM Coastguard is the perfect environment for 
me as most of it is rules driven, with procedures 
set down. I quite enjoy the structure and 
support, particularly from my SCOO, Ryan. 

Although I’m not very high on the spectrum, 
sometimes it gives me an advantage as I can 
see things from a different point of view. It is 
important to remember that labels are for food 
and not for people. 

A good tip I find is to keep on focusing on 
learning and keeping things positive. My door 
is always open if anyone wants to chat about 
Autism. 

How should you speak to someone with 
Autism? 
Probably the best advice would be to say what 
you mean. When interacting with a someone 
with autism, be literal, clear, and concise. 

Don’t assume that just because someone 
has Autism that they can’t be treated like an 
adult or they are not intelligent. A substantial 
amount of people who have Autism are very 
clever. 

What do you do outside of work?  
I enjoy taking time out after work to go for a 
run, I usually find this a really good way to 
wind down after a busy day. I always feel better 
after exercising. 

They say you never regret a workout, 
although I may regret it at the time! I’ve recently 



started training with a Personal Trainer who 
has given me the confidence and technique 
to start lifting heavy weights. It’s also about 
having that accountability and being able to let 
off steam after a heavy week at work. 

I’m a big family man so I spend a lot of 
downtime with my family, who all live nearby. 
I have quite a few projects ongoing in the 
house in preparation for our first child due to 
arrive in May of this year.   

How do you balance home, work and 
volunteering?  
Quite simply, I have a very supportive wife at 
home, she has been abandoned at the shops 
and the like more times than I can remember. 

It’s always tough on people at home when 
they are left when the pager sounds. I recall 
one day after a long incident the ops room 
suggested I bought some flowers on the way 
home, I don’t think that my wife was expecting 
flowers from the garage, but it was better than 
nothing and a bit of a laugh if nothing else!  

My wife is a General Practitioner, so often 
works long days and often continues work in 
some form once she gets home, meaning we 
support each other.  

My friends are all very understanding, 
I’ve often missed events or have had to leave 
straight away. It’s really very much appreciated 
the amount of support that friends show. 

Over the next few months I’ll be able 
to spend some more time at home as I am 
sharing maternity leave with my wife, so I’m 
really looking forward to having some quality 
family time. 

What do you enjoy about HM Coastguard?  
I very much enjoy the team ethos, I am lucky 
to have a very supportive team. 

Being the boss, if there is a practical joke, 

it’s usually aimed and me and it’s usually the 
DSO who is behind it. But that’s what it’s all 
about. We rely on each other in life and death 
situations so humour is really important.  

I enjoy that moment when something 
clicks, when someone realises “ahh ok, that’s 
how you do that”. We all enjoy those jobs 
where we can save a life or do something that 
is particularly challenging.  

What advice would you give to other Station 
Officers?  
Each team is different, I treat everyone in the 
team how I want to be treated. Offer people the 
chance to develop if they want it. Sometimes 
the best thing you can do is just be there when 
someone wants to talk about something. 

All we can do is provide that support and 
then signpost to other people if we can’t quite 
give that level of support that is needed, such 
things as using the TRiM Process or speaking 
to one of our SCOOs or a CRO in the area who 
is Blue Light Mind trained. 

There is also Tom the Coastguard Chaplain 
who provides confidential support to the 
entire Coastguard Rescue Service. It doesn’t 
have to be about religion either. 

How has the pandemic affected you? 
As you would imagine with working in the 
NHS it has been a challenge but we have risen 
to that challenge. 

We’ve come up with better and more 
efficient ways of working which is great. We’ve 
still been able to deliver a service to patients. 
It’s been one of our busiest years recently but 
I am proud to be a part of HM Coastguard, 
particularly as we celebrate 200 years. 

We are overdue a visit to our MRCC at 
Humber, I’m sure that when the time comes 
we will restart our yearly visits. 

“Sometimes the best 
thing you can do is 
just to be there when 
someone wants to talk 
about something...”



T E A M  S P O T L I G H T

Dundee Coastguard  
Rescue Team

Area 3
Division 1

THERE’S no denying 2020 will remain in 
the memories of all of us for a long time.

But it was also a special year for 
Dundee Coastguard Rescue Team which 
was formed in the middle of the COVID 
pandemic. 

The team’s core was formed from 
six members of the legacy Carnoustie 
Coastguard Rescue Team, but with 
increasing incidents in the Dundee area 
and a better population base to recruit 
from, the decision was made to relocate 
to the city.  

A successful recruitment campaign 
early in 2020 led to the team more than 
double in size despite the challenges 
of conducting core training during the 
pandemic.

In the team’s first full year as an 
operational Coastguard Rescue Team, the 
Dundee team responded to 129 incidents 
across their ‘patch’ which extends for the 
entirety of the north bank of the tidal 
River Tay from Perth to Carnoustie. The 
Dundee team is also frequently called to 
assist their flank teams of Arbroath to the 
north and St Andrews to the south.

The north bank of the Tay is a 
particularly challenging environment 
with mudflats that extend up to 3km from 
the shore and several hundred metres of 
near-impenetrable reed beds for much of 
its length. As a result the team have been 
designated a specialist mud rescue team 
and are currently nearing the end of their 
training to become operational in this 
role. 

To further support their operational 
effectiveness in the area, a comprehensive 
local knowledge pack is being developed to 
assist the Maritime Rescue Coordination 
Centres (MRCC) and other agencies in 
understanding points of access, hazards 
and other information that will assist 
partnership working in the area.

The team is based in the secure 
surroundings of the Port of Dundee in a 
building that was re-purposed by MCA 
Estates. This central location allows a 
much faster response to urban incidents 
as well as being better placed towards the 
geographical centre of the team’s main 
operating area.  

As with most Coastguard Rescue 
Teams, the Dundee team regularly work 
with all of the other local emergency 
services and are continuing to develop 
local partnership opportunities.

The relocation and development of 
the team would not have been possible 
without the proactive support of the Area 
3 Management Team who have recently 
recruited a new Senior Coastal Operations 
Officer (SCOO) with responsibility for the 
Dundee, Arbroath and Montrose Teams.  

The team’s SCOO, Dave Kerr, brings 
a wealth of experience from his police 
background specifically in the areas of Lost 
and Missing Person Search which, given 
the mixed urban and rural environment 
of the area, is hugely beneficial. 

2021 was another typically active year 
with 124 callouts. The 17th of July was 
a particularly eventful where the team 
attended four incidents in five hours as 
far afield as Montrose to the north and 
Anstruther to the south, a distance of over 
50 miles between them.  

In addition to their mud training a 
highlight of the training calendar was 
Dundee Airport’s ‘AirEx 2021’ where the 
team worked alongside other emergency 
services to exercise their response to a 
multi-casualty incident at the airport 
which is located on Dundee’s riverside.

We look forward to watching Dundee 
Coastguard Rescue Team continuing to 
grow and develop in the coming weeks, 
months and years. 



C E L E B R A T I O N SC G 2 0 0 

F
ROM its beginnings with coastal 
lookouts to today’s hi-tech national 
network of coordination centres, 
from small localised beginnings 
to international players – one 
thing has stayed the same for two 

centuries – Her Majesty’s Coastguard seeks to 
search, to rescue and to save. 

Two hundred years of saving lives 
along the UK coast and at sea, as well as 
coordinating rescues for those in distress in 
international waters, is being marked this year 
as HM Coastguard celebrates its milestone 
anniversary. 

It was on 15 January 1822, that HM 
Coastguard was formally brought into 
existence and has been working to keep people 
safe at the coast and sea ever since. 

Today (15 January) in honour of that actual 
birthday, coastguards across all four home 
nations are casting throwlines as a symbol of 
the service’s dedication - past and present. 

Throwlines, which form part of the 
lifesaving kit used by coastguard teams, will be 
cast into the seas around England, Scotland, 
Wales and Northern Ireland at 11am, with 
each team operating under the latest COVID-19 
guidance for the local areas. 

Over the past two centuries, HM Coastguard 
has gone from strength to strength. In 2022, 
coastguard operations centres coordinate 
responses to emergency situations at the coast 
calling on 310 Coastguard Rescue Teams – 
made up of 3500 dedicated volunteers – and 
using 10 search and rescue helicopter bases.  

Although the way in which we operate has 
changed beyond recognition in the last two 
centuries, HM Coastguard continues to look 
to the future. Innovation has always been a 
driver – whether it be pushing forward state 
of the art technology in the national network 
of maritime rescue coordination centres 
or leading the way in rope, water and mud 
techniques. 

Last month (December) HM Coastguard 
began to implement its new updated search 
and rescue radio network which uses fibre 
technology. More than £175million has been 
invested to upgrade the Coastguard’s national 
radio network across all 165 sites over the next 
two years.  This will improve and future proof 
its communication infrastructure and ensure 
that it remains able to communicate and 
exchange data quickly and reliably in order to 
co-ordinate rescues and save lives. 

The service continues to adapt to changes – 
in the last few years providing mutual aid and 
support during events and incidents to other 

emergency partners. During the pandemic, 
coastguards supported the NHS, attended 
the G7 and COP26 in 2021 and are called 
in to support during national emergencies 
including flooding or supplying water to 
stranded drivers. 

HM Coastguard provides training to search 
and rescue authorities around the world and 
also shares knowledge on a mutual basis with 
others. A key player with the International 
Maritime Organization, HM Coastguard’s 
input and insight around the obligations of 
SOLAS (The International Convention for the 
Safety of Life at Sea) is sought and valued.

The service is currently working hard to 
reduce its carbon footprint and is aiming to 
make its UK-wide fleet of vehicles electric 
wherever possible over the next five years.   

Following trials, six electric vehicles 
have already been purchased, with 19 more 
currently being procured for use across 
the UK. Opportunities to electrify the fleet 
where operationally possible continue to be 
identified, with the trialling and integrating of 
electric models as they arrive on the market.   

And with technology ever evolving, the 
service will continue to strive to be at the 
forefront of innovation to carry out its life-
saving work.  

Maritime Minister, Robert Courts said: 
“Congratulations HM Coastguard on their 200-
year anniversary. I am immensely proud and 
humbled by the continued dedication and 
professionalism from the staff and volunteers 
which ensures everyone’s safety on our shores 
and around our coast.  

“HM Coastguard is the backbone of our 
maritime sector and the nation is indebted to 
its incredible workforce which continues to 
deliver an exceptional service.” 

Claire Hughes, Director of HM Coastguard 
said: “When you look at how we started and 
where we are now, it’s easy to celebrate the 
innovation and development that can be 
seen throughout the service. And yet, we are 
far more proud of the people, the volunteers 
and the staff who throughout two centuries 
have continued to strive to keep people safe at 
the coast and out at sea. We always have and 
always will respond to those in distress.  

“While this milestone is an opportunity 
for us to look back with pride on what we’ve 
achieved, we have always looked to the future, 
and I’m proud that we continue to look for 
ways in which to improve and save lives. I’m 
proud of the commitment, the dedication and 
selfless sacrifice and I’m proud of how the 
service has developed and continues to do so.”  

Coastal Operations Area Commander 
Tom Wright said: “This anniversary is a huge 
milestone for all of us at HM Coastguard. We 
wanted to mark the occasion in a way which 
is unique to us and which demonstrates our 
commitment to keeping people safe at sea. 
The symbolic casting of throwlines across the 
UK today is a reflection of that commitment. “

SAVING LIVES FOR 200 YEARS
A short history of HM Coastguard 

17th/18th century - As soon as medieval 
taxes were charged on imports and 
exports, people begin smuggling. By 1743 
the estimate is that half the tea drunk in 
Britain was illegally imported. Smuggling is 
highly profitable, making local people live 
in fear, with violent reprisals on informers 
and the murder of revenue officers, while 
corruption enables smugglers to evade 
harsh penalties. 

1790s – Henry Greathead designs the first 
original lifeboat in South Shields. Twenty 
other locations place orders.  

1808 – A Captain Manby experiments with 
firing mortars to carry lines offshore to 
stricken ships. The “Elizabeth”, 150 yards 
out at sea sees the first life save due to this 
method. Cots hung below safety lines soon 
follow. 

1809 - the Board of Customs forms the 
Preventative Waterguard to fight smugglers 
and this small force uses boats to patrol 
every bay and cove.  

1816 - the guard is placed under the 
Treasury. At each station the chief officer 
and chief boatman are experienced naval 
seamen or fishermen. In bad weather they 
form a shore patrol. Although created 
to end smuggling, the Preventative 
Waterguard quickly acquires extra duties 
and are instructed to take responsibility 
of shipwrecks to safeguard cargoes and 
vessels from looters. They are also trained 
with lifesaving equipment. 

1821 - the Preventative Waterguard is 
recognised as a major force against 
smuggling and it is recommended that it is 
again controlled by the Board of Customs. 
In a minute dated 15 January 1822, the 
Treasury accept the proposal noting the 
new force will be called ‘Coast Guard’ which 
is, in effect, the birth certificate of HM 
Coastguard.  

15th Jan 1822  -
The Coastguard was formed in 1822 by the 
amalgamation of three services set up to 
prevent smuggling: 
·       the Revenue Cruisers 
·       the Riding Officers 
·       the Preventive Waterguard



C E L E B R A T I O N SC G 2 0 0 

ARDROSSAN CRTARDROSSAN CRT ABERYSTWYTH CRTABERYSTWYTH CRT

SOUTHBOURNE CRTSOUTHBOURNE CRT

BACTON CRTBACTON CRT

NEW QUAY CRTNEW QUAY CRT

FOLKESTONE CRTFOLKESTONE CRT

LOWESTOFT CRTLOWESTOFT CRT

STONEHAVEN CRTSTONEHAVEN CRT

BIDEOFRD CRT BIDEOFRD CRT 

LARNE CRTLARNE CRT

TIREE CRTTIREE CRT



F U N D R A I S I N GC G 2 0 0

GET IN TOUCH: Send in your fundraising news and photos : CoastlineMagazine@coastguardassociation.org.uk to be featured in Coastline Magazine

A MASSIVE thank you 
Welland Yacht Club for 
their kind donation of £250 
following a successful 
race night event. 

Pictured is a 
representative from the 
RNLI, who also received a 
donation, the Yacht Club 
Commodore (centre) who 
is also a service Coastguard 
Rescue Officer, and Matt 
Breathwick (right) from 

Sutton Bridge Coastguard 
Rescue Team.

The Coastguard 
Association is the charity 
which helps Coastguard 
personnel and their 
dependants in their time 
of hardship - and this is 
only possible with help 
and support of fundraising 
and donations. 

Thank you for the 
continued support.

IN this latest edition of Coastline Magazine, 
we’ve travelled back in time to 1910 to pay 
tribute to the great William Schermuly 
(pictured centre). 

His pioneering line-throwing invention, 
the Pistol Rocket Apparatus, has saved the 
lives of seafarers through the ages, just as we 
do.

He’d sailed the seven seas during the 
age of sail and knew first-hand the perils 
encountered by seamen. 

His design progressed the idea of firing lines 
from the shore to a stricken vessel so people 
on board could be hauled back to safety. The 
success of his work was cemented on January 
1st, 1929, when an Act of Parliament made it 

compulsory to carry line-throwing appliances 
on British-registered ships of over 500 tons.

Like Schermuly, our history and passion is 
for saving lives and it has been for 200 years. 
Our technology, equipment and advances 
in safety for search and rescue is born from 
history and driven by the future.

Photo: Duncan Richards

Equipment saves lives through the ages

THE Coastguard Association are delighted 
to be holding a special celebration to 
commemorate the 200th anniversary of the 
forming of Her Majesty’s Coastguard. 

Tickets are on sale now for this historic 
event taking place on the evening of 
Saturday 15th January 2022 at Trinity House 
in London with doors opening at 630pm. 

The event will be attended by Senior 
Officers and Executive Members of the 
Maritime and Coastguard Agency, and 
is open to Coastguards past and present 
and their families to come together to 
commemorate the organisation which we all 
commit so much to. 

This is a once in a lifetime opportunity 
to celebrate a significant milestone of 
the agency, meet Senior Officers and the 
Coastguard Association Committee with 
photos and other memorabilia being on 
display showcasing the Coastguard Rescue 
Service through the ages. 

Tickets cost £85 per person and include a 
drink on arrival and buffet and are limited in 
numbers so if you’re interested in attending, 
please don’t delay to avoid disappointment. 

For further information or to order 
tickets please contact the National Secretary, 
Joanna Howard, via email at: Secretary@
coastguardassociation.org.uk

We look forward to seeing you there. 

INVITE TO 200TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATIONS

THE Coastguard Association, in 
partnership with Keystone Badges 
and with the full support of the 
Maritime & Coastguard Agency, has 
commissioned a special limited-
edition 200th anniversary challenge 
coin.

As this edition of Coastline 
Magazine was being finalised the 
initial batch of 250 challenge coins 
has arrived at Coastline HQ.

Stay tuned to our social media 
feeds for more information on how 
to order. 

There will be a number of 
‘coin drops’ throughout this 200th 
anniversary year with plenty of 
opportunities to ensure you will 
be able to source this sought 
after, historic collectable coin 
commemorating 200 years of HM 
Coastguard.

SPECIAL EDITION COMMEMORATIVE CHALLENGE COIN

 

RREEGGIISSTTRRAATTIIOONN  NNOOWW  OOPPEENN  
WWhheenn??  2299tthh  AAuugguusstt  --  55tthh  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  

CGA5K.EVENTBRITE.COM 

 

£10 Entry 
Register for the CGA 5k with family, friends or team 
mates and help raise vital funds to support serving 

and retired coastguards. 
 

Walk, run, cycle, row.. the   possibilities are endless! 
Just complete a recorded route of your 5k within the 
event week to receive your bespoke CGA CG200 5k 

medal. 
 

Details on how to submit your route will be released 
closer to the event date. 

 
 

For More Information Visit Eventbrite 
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T
HOSE who save lives on land 
and at sea are being celebrated 
in a new exhibition at a South 
Yorkshire museum.

To mark the 200th birthday 
of HM Coastguard, Sheffield’s 

National Emergency Services Museum 
(NESM) been working with the Maritime and 
Coastguard Agency (MCA) and the National 
Maritime Museum Cornwall (NMMC) to 
develop the exhibition, called ‘Guarding the 
Coast’.  

The new gallery tells the story of the 
Coastguard over the last two centuries, 
exploring its role as one of the UK’s major 
emergency services, revealing its hidden 
history and celebrating the men and women 
who have dedicated themselves to saving 
lives at sea past and present.

Holly Gosling, NESM’s curator, said: “Like 
their counterparts in the fire, police and 
ambulance services, those working with the 
Coastguard help to save hundreds of lives 
every year. 

“And yet its work and its history are not 
that well known. This new exhibition will 
hopefully give our visitors a real insight into 
their work; it’s a really exciting addition to 
our museum, which aims to celebrate all our 
emergency services.”

The exhibition charts the beginnings of 
the Coastguard as an anti-smuggling force 
in the early 19th century through to its role 
attending shipwrecks and safeguarding 
vessels, and into its work across two world 
wars and its modern responsibilities in 
maritime safety and search and rescue.

The history is brought to life through a 
host of original objects from the collection 
of HM Coastguard, currently in the care of 
NESM. Many of them have never been on 
public display at the museum before and 
they help to tell a fascinating story about 

the development of lifesaving at sea and the 
changing technology employed in maritime 
rescue over the last 200 years. 

The exhibition also highlights some 
extraordinary stories of courage and heroism 
throughout Coastguard history.

These objects and stories are being 
showcased in a new gallery that has been 
created by the museum team, which also 
includes a mock-up of a boathouse complete 
with rowing boat and hands-on activities for 
visitors of all ages. The exhibition has been 
funded by the MCA as part of its birthday 
celebrations and, in a unique collaboration 
for NESM, will run concurrently in Sheffield 
and at the NMMC in Falmouth, Cornwall.

Bev Allen, Humber Maritime Rescue 
Coordination Centre Commander, said,: 
“Everyone associated with HM Coastguard 
is incredibly proud to have reached this 
amazing milestone and I’m grateful to be 
part of our dedicated service, working with 
brilliant colleagues at Humber Coastguard 

and around the UK day in, day out – including 
those who work for our partner emergency 
services – to keep people safe at the coast and 
out at sea. 

“It’s a real pleasure to do what we do and 
I know that this exhibition will showcase 
our fantastic history as we continue to mark 
our 200th anniversary as an organisation 
throughout this year.”

Lindsey Skinner, of the NMMC, said: “For 
the first time in National Maritime Museum 
Cornwall’s history we’re running a concurrent 
exhibition with another museum, and we’re 
thrilled it’s an exhibition that celebrates the 
vital work of HM Coastguard. 

“Cornwall is a coastal county, relying 
on organisations such as HM Coastguard 
to help keep everyone safe – our aim is 
that visitors leave this exhibition with a 
deeper understanding of the history of the 
Coastguard and the incredible work they do.”

For more information about the exhibition 
go to visitnesm.org.uk/guardingthecoast.

GUARDING THE COAST AT EMERGENCY SERVICES MUSEUM

THE National Emergency Services Museum 
(NESM) in Sheffield, South Yorkshire, is 
an independent, self-funded museum 
and charity dedicated to celebrating and 
preserving the history of all our emergency 
services and their communities, in peace and 
war. It is the largest combined emergency 
services museum in the world.

It became the National Emergency 
Services Museum in 2014. It grew out of an 
entirely volunteer-run organisation caring 
for a collection that was begun by serving 
firefighters during the 1920s.

The museum usually welcomes around 
30,000 visitors each year and engages with 
a further 10,000 through outside events. 

Before the pandemic visitor numbers had 
increased four-fold since the museum 
became NESM in 2014.

The collection boasts over 600,000 
objects, from historic uniforms and badges 
to medical equipment. This includes around 
150 historic emergency services vehicles 
from around the world. The museum also 
cares for a number of unique and historic 
items from other organisations, such as the 
collection of HM Coastguard.

The museum is housed in a historic 
combined fire, police and ambulance station 
that dates back to 1900. A number of original 
features, such as the Victorian police cells, 
have been preserved within the museum.

ABOUT THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY SERVICES MUSEUM



tell their story and while you all know it’s 
common for children to follow the example 
of their Coastguard parent, often for several 
generations, that’s not the story I am being 
paid to tell these days (which is why I wanted 
to write this, and Kev has graciously given me 
this space).   

To get their forms I need to know where it 
is, and there are many kilometres of shelving 
for each census, so I need to get the reference 
number to get a high-quality copy of it. 

You can look up the transcript of the census 
for free at https://www.familysearch.org/en/, 
which is where I find the reference numbers 
I need. 

There are subscription services you can 
pay for if you want to see the form itself (or 
visit the National Archives in Kew). To save 
my employers money and my time, I focused 
on looking for William Popperwell and John 
Nancollas. 

I found William easily and the family 
details all matched in the 1861 Census. Just 
like John he was retired but listed as a navy 
pensioner. Well, that’s ok, I can live with that, 
so I flipped a coin for who to pick and made a 
note of William detail to request it. I checked 
a few others on the list as well in the hope it 
would say “Retired Coast Guard’ but it wasn’t to 
be for any of those who joined in 1822.  

But I don’t give up
So I went back to the list of Coastguards 

and went looking for someone else, someone 
else who has been forgotten in time. It was 
strange looking at the names of Coastguards 
stationed in so many places where I know 
there is a team right now, some probably even 
in the same building and wondering if any of 
them are the ancestors of those people I know. 

But then I found what I was looking for, 
a retired Coastguard in 1861 living in the 
Littlehampton and according to the records 
was one of the early Chief Coastguards, John 
Town. 

I had to include him as it was another 
former CCG, Peter Dymond who introduced 
me to the history of the Coastguard. I 
requested the forms from The National 
Archives and they were posted to the census 
social media channels on the 200th birthday 
of the Coastguard.

William Popperwell was one of the first 
Coastguards in the UK, long before HM was 
added to the title. John Town was one of the 
first Chief Coastguards. And the man who 
started me on this journey, Frederick Randall, 
he was the only Coastguard who died on 
British soil in WW1. 

William, John and Frederick, you are not 
forgotten. 

C G 2 0 0 C O A S T G U A R D  H I S T O R Y

S
OME of you may remember me 
from when I worked at the MCA, 
but for those who don’t I was the 
social media officer there for a few 
years. 

The Coastguard had quite an 
impact on me and when I see something in the 
news it’s hard not to picture the faces of those I 
knew in that location and think of your names. 
You are not forgotten.

In my current role I work at the Office for 
National Statistics promoting the census in 
England and Wales. In fact, depending on 
where you are, you probably saw an advert for 
it on social media that I wrote. 

Some of the content I would write would 
take advantage of the historical census 
forms in the public domain, such as Joseph 
Sutherland who was the last British survivor of 
the Battle of Trafalgar.  

I would research and find someone 
connected to a particular day to show a 
connection to the past, while the data the 
census produces helps each of us and our 
community right now. 

And this connection to both the Coastguard 
and the census is why I’ve been trying to track 
down one individual’s form, on and off at both 
work and in my own time, for someone buried 
in a pauper’s grave in Whitby. 

I wrote about Coastguard Frederick Randall 
back in 2014 on the anniversary of his death 
and I was pleased to see it was shared again 
recently, but despite already knowing a bit 
about him, I’m not a genealogist and there just 
wasn’t enough information for me to find his 
1911 Census form.

I know roughly how old he was, but there 
were hundreds of people with his name born 
around the same time. I even managed to track 
down a conversation about him on a forum 
where someone claimed to be his relative, but 
it was old. There just wasn’t enough to go on 
so I needed to look elsewhere, but where?  I 
reached out to a few contacts hoping to find 
someone who was a third or fourth generation 
Coastguard but nothing good was coming 
back.

I had to start from the beginning. Again.
I knew at the MCA former Chief Coastguard 

Peter Dymond had saved hundreds of old 
Coastguard contracts, but no one was going 
to go through them for me and The National 
Archives weren’t interested in them as they 
aren’t historically significant. 

And that was a shame as they would have 
catalogued them and made it easier to track 

people down. Even though I work at the ONS, 
I don’t get any special access to census forms, 
especially those still subject to the 100-year 
rule. 

I was waiting for the 1921 Census release 
like everyone else. But I didn’t write off The 
National Archives completely as they are 
a great resource and have been extremely 
helpful to me in finding census forms, so I 
went to see what they had. 

There was some information on there, 
but I’ve some experience of searching their 
databases and it’s much easier if you know 
what the needle you are looking for looks like. 

I still needed to know what field the 
haystack was in, but at least I now had a map. 
This search then took me to another website 
which I suspect some of you may have already 
found; a list of Coastguards between 1822 and 
1901. 

Sadly, this site isn’t complete as the creator 
has passed on, but the site remains and it 
didn’t just give me a haystack, it gave me so 
many of them I faced a new problem.

Whose story do I tell and will I even be able 
to tell it?

I’m always limited in the stories I can 
tell and the limits of using social media to 
tell them, and as every day is a school day, 
I once again learned new things about the 
Coastguard. 

I knew about the Preventative Water Guard, 
but they were only part of the story in 1822. 
Men were also moved across from the Customs 
Service and also the Revenue Services, even 
some from the Navy and this was going to 

cause problems for me.  
You see although the census has taken 

place every ten years since 1801 (not counting 
1941 during the war), it wasn’t until 1841 that 
someone’s name was recorded, and there 
would still be a few more ten-year cycles until 
employment details were more than basic. 

If you built machines in a factory you 
worked in manufacturing and if you were in 
the armed forces, you might just be listed as 
‘other employment’. Although in 1841 Queen 
Victoria was listed by name and job only as 
‘The Queen’.

I can also only get census forms for England 
and Wales and now is as good a time as any 
to remind you the Irish Coast Guard share the 
same birthday and people were posted all over 
the British Isles in this period. 

They also it seems went back and forth 
between the Coastguard, Customs, the Navy 
and the Revenue, all making it harder and 
harder to find the right census form, when 
limited to basic information.

So after going through the list and finding 
all those who were in the Coastguard in 1822 
(I should say Coast Guard as it was before the 
1923 Coastguard Act but it’s easier), I selected 
those with enough information that I knew I 
could find them.  

I settled on three names, John Nancollas, 
William Popperwell and William Tattershall.  

The last one I really liked as it told me he 
was likely the father of another William who 
became a Coastguard. 

In the end I had to move away from 
him as I would only have a few words to 

A COASTGUARD REMEMBERED - 200 YEARS LATER
BY ROGER HARRIS



     

 A brief history of the Search and Rescue helicopter - 1940s - 1950s
  As part of 200 years of HM Coastguard, this is the first of a three part feature looking back at helicopter search and rescue through the decades

H
M Coastguard is a world-class leader in maritime search and rescue, on call 24/7 to send help to anyone in difficulty around our coasts. The iconic 
helicopters with their distinctive red and white livery have a trained winch paramedic on board, and are equipped with the latest technology making them 
vital in helping to save more lives more quickly. They  have come a long way since they were first used for search and rescue over 70 years, where it all started with the 
Royal Air Force (RAF) and the Royal Navy.

On 22 August 1940, the Sea Rescue Organisation was formed as a result of the 
increasing loss of aircrew in the sea. All rescue craft came under the Navy, with 
the RAF having responsibility for air searches using aeroplanes. By December, it 
was decided that the Sea Rescue Organisation was so important that a directorate 
should be formed – known as Air/Sea Rescue Services. It was headed by an air 
commodore and  assisted by a naval Deputy Director.
The Air/Sea Rescue Services began in February 1941 and had responsibility to:
- Coordinate sea rescue operations using aircraft
- Assist those in distress by dropping equipment to them until a rescue craft 
came
- Provide rescue aids and marine crafts.
- Develop life-saving equipment
Some of the issues they were faced with 
included how to locate the aircrew and 
bring them home safely, and how to keep 
people alive until they had been rescued.

However it wasn’t until 1945, when 
the helicopter was first used for 
search and rescue. 
Right image: Photo caption from Imperial War Museum -  The official 
Air/Sea Rescue badge. It is light blue on a black background.  
© IWM CH 9337

Image above -  from the 
Imperial War Museum: The 
pilot at the phone with his 
air gunner taking down 
details from headquarters.     
© IWM CH 7568

The Sikorsky R-4 Hoverfly was designed by 
Igor Sikorsky and was the first mass produced 
helicopter in the world, the first operational 
helicopter to be developed by the Americans, 
as well as being the first helicopter to enter 
service with the USA and UK forces. 

The R-4B was the production version and was 
known in British service as the Hoverfly I. 
It was a two-seater helicopter with a single, 
three-bladed main rotor, and was powered by a 
radial engine. Whilst relatively underpowered 
it could do all the basic tasks carried out as 
a matter of course by modern helicopters 
although had an inadequate load carrying 
capability. 

The RAF Helicopter Training School, at RAF 
Andover, was the first British military unit to 
be equipped with the helicopter in 1945. In 
the same year, 771 Naval Air Squadron based 
at Lee-on-Solent also received the Hoverfly, 
making them the first naval air squadron to 
operate helicopters. They used the Hoverfly for 
the next two years.

© IWM CH 15126

© IWM CT 35 
103 Squadron RAF 
winching a soldier in 
Cyprus.

During the 1950s, the Royal Navy also 
had helicopters on standby to pick up 
ditched crews in case of an accident, and 
in 1950 the Westland Dragonfly HR.Mk 1 
equipped the Royal Navy’s first helicopter 
squadron, No. 705 based at RNAS Gosport. 
By early 1953, they had the Westland 
Dragonfly helicopters for SAR across 
seven bases in the UK.

Just shortly after coming into service, 12 
Dragonfly helicopters from 705 Naval Air 
Squadron based at Gosport responded 
to urgent requests for help following 
extensive flooding in East Anglia and 
The Netherlands in January 1953. In the 
course of seven hours’ flying, more than 
840 people were rescued.

In 1946 an agreement was signed between 
Westland Aircraft and Sikorsky to 
allow a British version of the S-51 to be 
manufactured under license in the UK. 
The Dragonfly was built from British-built 
components in Yeovil, Somerset. © IWM ATP 18930B 

Dragonfly HC2 1950 at Yeovil

Royal Navy lifting a transport stretcher 
into the air, January 1954. RNAS Ford, 
Sussex. © IWM A 33100

Westland Whirlwind © IWM A 34327
Caption from IWM: August 1960, at 
sea off the Portland Bill. A Naval rescue 
helicopter from the Portland Helicopter 
Station along with the Destroyer HMS 
Carron. The Whirlwind Naval Rescue 
helicopter rescuing helicopter crew from 
the rough water. The pilot was rescued 
by HMS Carron, and the other two 
members of crew by the helicopter.

Sikorsky R-4 Hoverfly

Image above from: http://www.
airpowerworld.info/helicopters/
westland-whirlwind-har10.htm

Copyright © June 2014 Siteseen Ltd

1940 1945 1950s 1952 1953 19551954

In 1952 the RAF trialled the Bristol Sycamore -the 
first British designed helicopter to enter production, 
built by the Bristol Aeroplane Company. In April 
1953, No 275 Sqn, based at Linton-on-Ouse, became 
the first RAF search and rescue helicopter squadron, 
using the Bristol Sycamore HR13/HR14 helicopter. 
The Sycamore was powered by a single Alvis Leonides piston engine. The rotor blades were 
constructed of spruce and ply ribs with a plywood covering and it had the capacity to hold 
two crew and three passengers. For search and rescue duties it had a hydraulic winch and 
rear doors which could fit two stretchers. In early versions the pilot sat to port, but this was 
later changed. Although primarily used for search and rescue, the Sycamore was used in 
the Malaysian Campaign and in Cyprus. The Sycamore crews helped pioneer many of the 
helicopter techniques commonly used today in air-sea rescue today.

Factfile

180 were built with production
 stopping in 1959
Main production version: type 177 
Mk 4
Engine: 1 x Alvis Leonides 73 radial 
piston engine, rated at 410kW
Main rotor diameter: 14.81m
Cruise speed: 169km/h
Endurance: 3h

UK MOD © Crown copyright 2022

Factfile

Crew: 2
Passengers: 8-10
Engine: Single 1,050 hp 
Bristol Siddeley Gnome 
H 1000 (HAR.10)
Rotor diameter: 16.2m
Length: 13 - 19.0m (depending 
on year)
Cruising speed: 105 mph
Range with max fuel: 834km

The Westland Whirlwind started life as the Sikorsky 
S-55 in USA, before Westland acquired a license in 
1950. Powered by the Pratt & Whitney Wasp engine, 
the Westland HAR1 entered service in 1953. 

The later HAR3 was fitted with a larger Wright Cyclone 
engine then from 1955, they were powered by the 
British Alvis Leonides Major. Later, around 70 HAR10s 
entered service with the Rolls Royce Gnome gas 
turbine; this engine was lighter and more powerful 
than and offered better performance and reliability. 
The Whirlwind was mainly used for air sea rescue, 
but the Royal Navy’s HAS7 became the first British 
helicopter designed for anti-submarine operations in 
1956.

The Whirlwind HAR.2 first entered RAF service in Feb 
1955 with 22 Squadron, alongside its Sycamores. The 
HAR.10 was introduced in 1961 with 225 Squadron and 
remained in use until 1981. The first S-55s received by 
the Royal Navy in 1950 were built by Sikorsky, before 
Westland started to produce them and were delivered 
to No.705 Squadron based at Gosport.

In 1961, Royal Naval 771 Squadron reformed as SAR 
unit using the Whirlwind, based at RNAS Portland 
until 1964 when it disbanded. 771 Squadron then 
reformed at RNAS Portland in June 1967 with the 
Whirlwinds, which were used in service until 1969.

The Whirlwind had a crew of 2 or 3 depending on 
the role, and seating in the main cabin for up to 
10 passengers or six stretchers. Credit: Tangmere 
Museum

Factfile

133 Sikorsky R-4s were built. 
Crew: 1
Passenger: 1
Length: 33 ft 8 in (10.2 m)
Rotor diameter: 38 ft (11.5 
m)
Engine: 1 × Warner R-550 
piston
Maximum speed: Approx 75 
mph 
Cruise speed: 65 mph

During the 1950s, search and 
rescue techniques and equipment 
remained largely unchanged. 
Improvements to navigation 
equipment helped with SAR 
including the DECCA Navigator 
System - a hyperbolic radio 
navigation system which allowed 
ships and aircraft to determine their 
position by using radio signals from 
a dedicated system of static radio 
transmitters.

© The Board of Trustees of the Science Museum

Factfile

133 built
Engine: One 550hp 
Alvis Leonides 50
Length - 57ft 6.5ins
Height - 12ft 11ins
Max Speed - 95mph
Duration - 300miles

Lieut Cdr John Sproule, 
Commanding Officer of the Air/
Sea Rescue Unit at Ford, Sussex 
invented the transport stretcher. 
The transport stretcher meant 
the patient could be lifted by 
helicopter and transported 
quickly to base.

Image showing a patient lying on the transport stretcher 
before lifting by helicopter, January 1954, at RNAS Ford, 
Sussex. (Source and images:  Imperial War Museum)
© IWM A 33098

Lieut Cdr John Sproule, 
Commanding Officer of the Air/
Sea Rescue Unit at Ford, Sussex 
invented the scoop net. The scoop 
net was used to lift a person out 
of the sea as a helicopter moved 
overhead at walking pace. 

Images showing the scoop net being hoisted up to the 
helicopter with the rescued man, 11th January 1955, at 
RNAS Ford, Sussex. (Source and images:  Imperial War 
Museum) Images: © IWM A 33091 and © IWM A 33094

Westland Dragonfly



F
ROM answering 999 calls from 
members of the public to being 
the voice at the end of the 
radio speaking to Coastguard 
Rescue Teams, no two days are 
ever the same for staff within 

the Maritime Rescue Coordination Centres 
(MRCCs).

In this edition of ‘From The Ops Room’ 
Dawn catches up with MRCC staff from 
around the country to find more about 
the people working tirelessly behind the 
scenes to help save lives. 

Tris Ward - Milford Haven MRCC (Pictured)
 

How long have you been in the Coastguard?  
Since March 2021 (real new!) 

 
What made you want to Join the Coastguard? 
The want to make a difference in the 
community and giving a bit back.

Does that match with what you wanted to be 
when you were a child? What did you want to 
be ?
I wanted to be a firefighter but I am no good 
with heights, Coastguard seemed a great 
second choice! 

What does your typical shift/day entail?
Good quality tea to start every shift, followed 
by system checks and then settling into the 
SAR saddle ready to make a difference for 
potential persons at risk. 

 
Have you any interesting hobbies?
I am a keen surfer and enjoy rambling along 
the beautiful Pembrokeshire coast path. 

 
What has been the most challenging, 
interesting or funny incident you have had to 
deal with? 
Being so new, I have little experience but I 
have been involved in rescuing a Swan from 
the high street in Cardiff! 

Emma Vowles - Holyhead MRCC

How long have you been in the Coastguard?
I joined the Coastguard in September 2019. 

What made you want to Join the coastguard?
I retired from a previous career and moved to 
Anglesey. The MOO role was advertised and I 
applied. I am not from a maritime background 
but I did have experience of emergency 
services work and I was up for a new challenge! 
And what a challenge but a brilliant one! 

Does that match with what you wanted to be 
when you were a child? What did you want to 
be?
NO! I wanted to be an astronaut or a princess! 
Seriously though I wanted to be a vet and 
work with horses. But I wouldn’t change my 
career path for the world I’ve enjoyed and am 
enjoying every minute of it. 

What does your typical shift/day entail?
Every day is different that’s what I love about 
the Ops room. You can go from 0 to 100 miles 
an hour in the blink of an eye. 

I work with a fabulous team - we deal 
with 999 calls, VHF radio CH16 mayday 
calls routine traffic via radio and phone 

some brilliant training and of course 
some fun ops room banter. Love it!! 

Have you any interesting hobbies?
Horses. For me interesting - for my horse 
widow partner not so. 

  
What has been the most challenging, 
interesting or funny incident you have had to 
deal with?
It’s always great when people get rescued and 
absolutely tragic when they don’t.

Polly the spaniel who got rescued by 
Rhyl lifeboat who had chased a bird and 
had swam a mile out to sea and was still 
going Rhyl found her and bought her back 
to shore and reunited her with her owner. 
He had recently lost his wife and Polly 
was his world. Real feel good story.

F R O M  T H E  O P S  R O O M
with Dawn Petrie

DAWN IS A TECHNICAL 
TRAINER FOR HM 

COASTGUARD WITH 
EXTENSIVE OPERATIONS 

ROOM EXPERIENCE

SWIFT RL PRO
Ultra-powerful, lightweight rechargeable headlamp
with multi-beam and REACTIVE LIGHTING
technology for proximity and distance vision. White
or red lighting. 900 lumens. www.petzl.com
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PETZL LIGHTING
SOLUTIONS
Day or night - on a rock face, working at height or in the depths of a cave -
powerful and robust lighting is an absolute necessity in critical situations.

Our range of lighting features powerful and robust models in the DUO range,
compact and robust models in the PIXA range and the powerful and lightweight
SWIFT RL PRO featuring Reactive Lighting.

Beyond Power… Intelligence
Intelligent lighting that automatically adapts to ambient light.



E Q U I P M E N T  R E V I E W SA D V E N T U R E  L I F E S T Y L E

L
IKE many things in life, some of the 
best ideas and products are often 
forged out of necessity.

And YETI products certainly live up 
to this sentiment. 

Founded in Texas in 2006 by two 
brothers with a passion for the great outdoors, their 
frustration at the lack of high-quality coolers set them 
on a mission to build a cooler they would use every 
day, was built for the serious outdoor enthusiast, and 
built to last, regardless of what was thrown at it. 

These founding values can be found throughout 
the entire YETI range of products which expands 
across all aspects of outdoor adventure living from 
coolers to travel mugs, backpacks to t-shirts and even 
dog bowls. 

And for the last nine months, the YETI Rambler 
20oz travel mug has been a constant companion 
and always within reach on my daily routine as well 
as featuring in all my adventure travels. From the 
rugged landscape of the Isle of Skye in the summer to 
the harshest conditions of Iceland in deepest winter, 
the YETI Rambler takes it all in its stride. 

Made from durable stainless steel with double-
wall vacuum insulation to keep your drinks hot or 
cold for hours, you can tell as soon as you pick up this 
mug that it means business and is built to withstand 
the elements.

The trademarked MagSlider Lid adds an additional 
level of protection for your drink of choice while 
you’re on the daily commute or a weekend adventure. 

While the YETI Rambler isn’t a leak-proof mug, the 
lid is wrapped with a rubber gasket and sits securely 
inside the mug preventing your drink from splashing 
while on the move.

As someone who spends a lot of time driving, 
the YETI Rambler 20oz is the perfect mug for any 
commute or road trip. The mug’s tapered shape makes 
it slimmer at the base and wider at the top, means it 
will easily fit into most car cup holders, something 
which I have previously struggled with using other 
travel mugs of a similar size and capacity. 

It’s simple but effective shape also makes it 
extremely easy to wash and to keep clean. The 
Rambler is designed with almost no crevices so 
there’s very little scope for coffee or other drinks to 
linger after use. The design also makes it really easy 
to hand wash without the need of a bottle brush or 
similar - a huge bonus when wild camping.  

Simple and effective are actually both good 
descriptors for the YETI Rambler. Drinking from 
the mug using the MagSlider is effortless - there’s no 
fighting with fancy buttons or latches, you just slide 
and drink. The rolled lip on top of the Rambler also 
makes it exceptionally comfortable to drink from 
without the lid. 

The build quality is exceptional and without 
sounding like someone who has perhaps drank one 
too many coffees, it just feels right when you pick it 
up and use it. 

It’s strong and robust so you’re not worried about 
it getting knocked around a bit while in the hustle 
and bustle of the morning commute or watching the 
sunrise from your wild campsite. 

Available in 16 different colours, one of the biggest 
challenges will be deciding which one to pick and 
that’s before considering the alternative models and 
sizes which are also available. 

And don’t panic if you accidentally lose your lid 
while away on an adventure! YETI offer a range of 
accessories for their Rambler collection including 
additional lids and handles. 

If you need a no nonsense mug for every 
eventuality then look no further. The YETI Rambler 
is now our go to mug of choice and is likely to be for 
years to come. 

£30.00
www.yeti.com

A travel mug with 
adventure in mind 

DISCLAIMER: These products have been provided to the Coastguard Association and the views contained within are those of the author and not those of the Maritime & Coastguard Agency. Always seek guidance from your Area Management Team regarding the use of non-issued equipment during Coastguard duties.

“From the rugged “From the rugged 
landscape of the Isle of landscape of the Isle of 
Skye in the summer to Skye in the summer to 
the harshest conditions the harshest conditions 
of Iceland in deepest of Iceland in deepest 
winter, the YETI winter, the YETI 
Rambler takes it all in Rambler takes it all in 
its stride...”its stride...”



EARLY in my relationship with Kevin I 
noticed that when he stayed at my flat he 
slept better than when we stayed at his. 

At first I wondered if it was my super 
comfy bed, or having different pillows, but I 
quickly realised that it was because he wasn’t 
on call. 

Having a stressful day job as a Police 
Officer on top of being on call 24/7 as 
a Coastguard Rescue Officer with HM 
Coastguard really does take a toll on Kevin’s 
sleep. 

When we were first dating he was 
working the full variety of shifts required in 
the Police, which had a massive impact on 
Kevin’s routine and he regularly joked that 
he isn’t a night owl or a morning bird, but 
instead a permanently exhausted pigeon! 

Kevin informed me that one of the most 
important rules of Search and Rescue was 

to sleep whenever you had a chance (along 
with never missing the chance to eat!). 

Over the years I have seen this in action, 
it often seemed like he would fall asleep 
whenever he sits still for too long!  

This already irregular sleep pattern 
regularly further interrupted by the pager 
sounding for a callout meant that often even 
after a solid eight-hour sleep Kevin would 
still be tired! 

Once Kevin and I decided to get a place 
together and live at the coast his regular 
time off-line disappeared and living with my 
permanently exhausted pigeon became the 
norm. 

Then we discovered the benefits of 
going ‘off grid’ – not only being off-line but 
also unplugging from the technology that 
surrounds us on a daily basis. 

Our first off-grid adventure was to a 

Shepherd’s Hut in the middle of the Ochil 
Hills in Scotland. An adventure for us both, 
and certainly a step away from technology, 
when we discovered that the hut not only had 
no power, but also no mobile phone signal! 

A complete move away from blue screens 
and reliance on technology instead we used 
candles and a log burner, reading books and 
spending time enjoying each others company 
without any distractions. 

On our first night at Ochils Edge Kevin fell 
asleep around 9pm and slept soundly for 12 
hours, I was banging around the hut making 
cups of tea and stoking the fire without him 
even stirring! I think that morning was the 
first time I had ever seen Kevin not looking 
tired!

Since this first experience we have realised 
that having these regular off grid adventures 
are really beneficial for our mental health, 

CUPPA WITH CLAIRE

CLAIRE IS A COLLEGE  
ACADEMIC LEADER, 

GUIDANCE  
TEACHER AND  

QUALIFIED MENTAL 
HEALTH FIRST AIDER

TALKING ABOUT KEEPING GOOD MENTAL HEALTH

unplugging and recharging. 
As much as I would love each of these 

adventures to be days long in wild and 
wonderful locations, actually even just 
spending an afternoon walking in the hills 
with our dog Cooper can be a good recharge 
for us. 

Kevin can book off line and leave the 
pager at home allowing us both to actually 
relax, knowing our day is not going to be 
interrupted by that familiar sound and 
Cooper and I wouldn’t be left behind as 
Kevin runs off to attend a callout. 

Having the occasional night off line 
allows Kevin to not only enjoy a couple of 
beers but also to sleep soundly without 
having to listen for his pager sounding. 
Hopefully allowing him to enjoy a longer 
and better quality sleep. 

However, I will add that he copes much 

better than me without sleep – a skill which 
I really appreciated when we first got a 
puppy!

There aren’t many places where there 
is no mobile phone signal, but we have 
decided to switch off our mobile devices 
when we are away or are having some off 
grid time, to be honest surprisingly Kevin 
manages this better than me, I have serious 
‘fear of missing out’ and I also love to use my 
phone to take photos of our adventures! I do 
try though not to check my social media and 
respond to emails during this time.

Now that I also have a pager, on call 
in my role in the RNLI, I understand the 
reluctance to be off line, to feel that you 
are needed to answer that call whenever it 
comes, however it is important to remember 
if you look after yourself you will be more 
effective when you do respond. 



I
AM the coastguard, I am. 
I am the coordinator, the technician, 
the cleaner,
the one with time to drop everything 
and
I also understand the weather 

forecast and tides and
I am the one who knows about knots and
cares about the life rings in the harbour.
I care about pyrotechnics, torches, life jacket 
servicing and
the kids that muck about at the end of the 
pier,
I am passionate about local engagement, 
school visits,
coastal safety forums and
I am good at being in the public eye and being 
forgotten and
I help casualties and listen to their stories at 
the same time.
I am the one who remembers all acronyms 
and
I am the one who remembers all the local 
knowledge and
knows which gates have locks and where they 
are kept.
I am the coastguard, I am.
 
I am the one who answers the call and
I am the planner, the counsellor, the mediator,
the subject matter expert and
I can brief and debrief 5, 10 or 50 colleagues 
with no problem
because I am the one who relates particularly 
well to
other emergency services, 
volunteers aged 18, 
those of 40 years’ service,
those who earn much more than me,
stay-at-home parents and
members of the public and
I am the one who is always one step ahead and
I already did a risk assessment.
I am the coastguard, I am.
 
I care passionately about blue light driving,
I care passionately about serial numbers,
I care passionately about the VHF radio 
network and
uniform, jellyfish, grid references and
I check all website updates and
renew the noticeboards and
I always refer to the operations guide.
I am current with resuscitation guidelines,
rope rescue procedures,

the business continuity plan,
the fire risk assessment,
when to remember my wellbeing and
how to insert a nasal airway.
I care about tabbards and
I care about the WiFi and
I manage my work-life balance and 
I know how to access the chaplain.
I am the coastguard, I am.

I am the one in whom trust is placed,
I am the one in whom grumbles are placed.
I am the one who is always talking to everyone 
else and
I am the one who models leadership,
safety, composure, a clean vehicle,
brevity, rhythm, speed, volume and pitch.
I often get it wrong.
I am the one who has to be professional and
I am also the one who is tired and
dependable, flexible and
available for the next four hours to wash and 
hang the mud kit.
I am not on the lifeboat.
I am the coastguard, I am.
 
I am the one who undergoes assessments,
I am the one who investigates,
I do recruitment, dismissal and
I am the one who organises replacement toilet 
rolls.
I am the one who meets with the family when 
they arrive on scene and
I am the one who terminates the search.
I am the one who worries about things in the 
night and
the one who functions the next day and
I know about counter pollution,
collision regulations,
Safety of Life at Sea,
lat and longs and
how to note down everything someone tells 
me in a phone call.
I am the coastguard, I am.

I am also the one who enjoys training and the 
comradery of my team.
I am the one who goes for a drink, or makes a 
brew, and talks about it all and
I am the one supported by friends and family 
and
I couldn’t do any of it without the care of those 
closest to me.
I am the volunteer,
I am the employed staff,

I am on the coast,
I am in the operations room and
I am the one writing policy.
I am the one who is privileged to serve the 
public and my local community and
I am thankful that I have the chance to do so,
because I am the coastguard, I am.

Best of luck, take care,
Revd Tom.

GET IN TOUCH 
EMAIL: multifaith.chaplaincy@mcga.gov.

uk
PHONE: 07717 483595

FACEBOOK: Coastguard Chaplain  Tom
TWITTER: @CoastguardChap

Wednesday Prayers – 12:30 – 12:45, every 
week on Microsoft Teams. You are welcome 
to join.

Midweek Reflections – a short church 
service, emailed Bcc to Coastguards across 
the UK. Get in touch if you would like to be 
added to the mailing list.

REFLECTIONREFLECTION
with Chaplain Tom

Good news – we are building a Coastguard Chaplaincy Team. 
Thank you to those who have already volunteered, further updates will be out soon.

Do you want to join the chaplaincy team? Do you feel like you could be there for coastguards in their time of need? 
We are looking for a few more people to assist as pastoral-care volunteers, available as a physical presence and to respond both over the phone and on email. 

As coastguards, you will already appreciate and understand the context of those who reach out. The role will involve some initial training and upmost discretion/confidentiality. No faith requirements. 

For an informal no-commitment chat, get in touch.



F A M I L Y  C O R N E R

GET IN TOUCH: Send in your Coastguard family photos for a chance to be featured in Family Corner to: CoastlineMagazine@coastguardassociation.org.uk

DOGS OF THE COASTGUARD

INTRODUCING Prawle Point 
Coastguard Rescue Team’s four-
legged friend Truffle the Labrador. 

It looks like the team’s Station 
Officer Gavin Angliss has his hands 
full with this little rascal. 

We just hope Truffle was 
rewarded with a high-quality 
buscuit for posing so well for this 
photo! 

F R O M  T H E  A R C H I V E S

THANKS to James Franklin for sending in this 
incredible artistic masterpiece created by his 
nine-year-old son.

Like many, the family recently had a period 
of self-isolation, however James’ son’s time was 
clearly not wasted. 

Great work and we all hope this is framed 
and hanging pride of place in the house. 

WELLS Coastguard Rescue Team have a 
new future recruit! Introducing 10-year-
old Ellie, the daughter of Wells Deputy 
Station Officer Marie Duncan. 

Keen to follow in her mother’s 
footsteps, young Ellie has started her 
training early by ensuring she can quickly 
get into Coastguard overalls and boots. 

A future Coastguard in the making.
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